Researching Online Databases  Name:____________________________________

Directions: To write a good essay you will need to conduct research using many different sources of information. One of the most difficult things about writing an essay is finding the information that you need. Searching the internet for the right information can sometimes be very difficult since there are literally millions of web-pages to look through. The best way to conduct research for a writing project is to find an Online Database that allows you to browse through a variety of different articles written on the topic you are researching. 

Online Databases are websites that host large collections of newspaper and magazine articles as well as information from other sources. Online Databases are very useful for writing projects that require you to include references in your essay. As a university student you will have access to Online Databases through your school’s library to help you with research projects.

Online Databases are usually not available for free to the general public and most require you to pay a monthly fee to browse their article selections. However, as a university student you will be given access to your university’s Online Database for free. To access an Online Database you usually need to have both a user name and password, almost like an e-mail account.


In this assignment you will log on to an Online Database that is free to research a topic from the list below. 

Step 1: go to www.findarticles.com and enter one of the sample topics below in the search term window. Make sure to choose Free Articles Only as an option.

Global Warming


Deforestation


Water Pollution

Step 2: Now, answer the questions below.

A) What topic did you research? 





__________________ 

B) How many articles are available for your choice of topic? 
__________________

You will need to locate the following information for writing a reference list:

C) What are the titles and who are the authors of the first three articles www.findarticles.com 


shows you?


1 Title_________________________________ Author _____________________


2 Title_________________________________ Author _____________________


3 Title_________________________________ Author _____________________

D) What magazine does each article come from? On what date was each article published?

1 Magazine Title_________________________ Date _____________________


2 Magazine Title_________________________ Date _____________________


3 Magazine Title_________________________ Date _____________________

