Writing a Summary: Summary of a Movie


As a university student, you will often need to write a summary of a book or article that you have read in class. You can also write a summary about a television show or movie that you have watched. A summary is a short piece of writing, usually only a couple of paragraphs, that tells what happens in a book, movie, or television show. To write a summary you need to understand what the “plot”, or story, is about as well as what other details are important to the story. 


In this assignment you will watch a movie and take notes about the important events that happen in the story. After the movie is over you will need to retell the story that you have just watched by writing a paragraph about the major events in the movie. Don’t focus too much on the minor details of the story, but rather the important things that happen in the movie.

Who: What are the names of the characters in this story? Who are they? What do they do?

What: What happens in this story? What problems does the main character face in this movie?

Where: Where does this story take place? Which country?

When: What time period does this story take place? What year? Is this story taking place in the past or future?

Why: What happens at the end of the movie? 
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