Writing an Introduction: Academic Research Essay
The introduction to you essay should let your readers know exactly what to expect from this essay. Is this going to be an informative essay? Is this going to be a persuasive essay? By reading the first paragraph anyone reading your essay should be able to tell what this essay is about (the subject) as well as the purpose of the essay (to present information, to persuade the reader to believe something).

Introduction Writing Tips: There are many different ways to write a good introduction to an essay. The most important thing is to get the reader interested in your topic. If the introduction is boring, the reader will probably not want to continue reading your essay. A boring introduction that’s does not get your reader’s attention usually means that entire essay is not very interesting. Below are some strategies many students use to write an interesting introduction:

1) Dramatic Incident: Tell a story

2) Present an interesting fact about your subject.

3) Ask an intersting question about your subject.
4) A quotation from a famous person.

The following examples of introductions could be used to write an academic essay written about the history of the airplane.

1) Dramatic Incident – Tell a Story:


It was December 17, 1903 – a cold morning on the sandy beaches of Kitty Hawk, North Carolina. Orville and Wilbur Wright had tried so many times to get their airplane to fly but, so far, they had only experienced failure. They had analyzed their mistakes and made some changes to their airplane, hoping that this time things would be different. Perhaps this time would be different and their airplane would fly. As their Wright Flyer slowly pushed its way into the sky on that December morning, both brothers knew that after failing so many times, they had made history. The Wright Flyer was the first airplane in history to fly under its own power.
2) Present an Interesting Fact about your Subject: 


On December 17th, 1903 the Wright Brothers made history by becoming the first men to fly an airplane under its own power. What most people don’t know is that the first flight in history of an airplane was actually very short. The Wright Flyer, the world’s first flyable airplane only flew for about 12 seconds on December 17th. The Wright Brothers actually made three attempts to fly their airplane on that fateful morning in 1903, the first two ended in failure – one attempt resulting in a minor crash that causing some damage to the plane. The third attempt, however, was successful and is considered the first flight in history.
3) Ask your reader a relevant, though-provoking question about your subject.

Have you ever wondered what your life would be like without the amazing invention of the airplane? Mankind has lived with aircraft for more than 100 years, using them for travel, exploration, and even war. It is hard to picture life without the ability fly from one place to another on a large commercial jet and it is clear to see that the airplane has had a big impact on our lives. This essay will discuss the invention of the airplane from its invention by the Wright Brothers in 1903 to the modern age of the airliner. 
4) A quotation from a famous person:

“More than anything else the sensation is one of perfect peace mingled with an excitement that strains every nerve to the utmost, if you can conceive of such a combination.” – Wilbur Wright

Wilbur Wright, one of the original inventors of the airplane, wrote of his experiences as an aviation pioneer with a sense of wonder that borders on religious belief. Since the early days of aviation people have tried to capture this sense of wonder by trying creating new and more advanced types of aircraft. This essay will outline the development of the airplane from its very beginnings in 1903 to the modern day.
Write an Introduction for your essay: Using one of the introduction writing strategies above, write an introduction for your essay in the space provided below. 
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