Writing the Outline: How to Plan an Essay
Before you even begin writing the introduction to your research essay you must complete an outline. Writing an essay without an outline or essay plan can be very frustrating and will most likely require too much time. The reason for this is the fact that research essays, like the one you have been assigned, requires you to organize facts, statistics, and perhaps even graphs or diagrams to create an informative piece or writing. Without an outline, you may not know what information you need to look for. Professional writers always take the time to plan out their writing projects because they want to know what information (books, magazines, and websites) they will need to use to help them with their assignment.
Look at the sample essay topic below; the outline has been written for this topic. To write an outline that will help you with your essay you don’t need to know everything about your topic. However, you need to understand what you do not know. The person who created the outline below is not an expert on the subject and has only done a little research. 

Sample Essay Topic: The History of Space Exploration –

For this essay, research the history of space exploration. You will need to provide facts and information that informs the reader about how the beginnings and future of space exploration. What countries have been deeply involved in space exploration? Write about the important events in space exploration history? What do many people believe the future of space exploration will be like?
Outline 
Introduction –

A) Quote: “The earth is the cradle of mankind – one cannot remain in the cradle forever.” – Konstantin Tsiolkovsky

B) Explain the quote: What does it mean?

C) ??? When did people begin thinking about space exploration? After World War 2?

Section 1: Space Exploration, a Beginning

A) Countries begin to establish space programs after World War 2.

B) Describe the American Space Program, the Russian Space Program

- Who was involved?
- When was NASA established?

C) ??? What did the first rockets and spacecraft look like?

D) ??? What problems did both the American and Russians have in the beginning?
List the problems – List the Solutions

Section 2: A Battle between Giants – USA and Russia

A) The USA and Russia were competing to be the first country to explore space.
Explain why (Cold War)

B) ??? Who was the first astronaut in space?

C) ??? Who was the first female astronaut?

D) Include information about American and Russian space projects

- Mercury, Apollo, etc . . .

E) ??? Which country (USA, Russia) had the advantage? Explain why.

Section 3: From the Earth to the Moon

A) President Kennedy wants the US to go to the moon

B) NASA begins the Apollo program.
C) ??? When did man first land on the moon?

D) ??? Why was landing on the moon so difficult?

E) ??? How long did it take NASA to find a way to land on the moon?

Section 4: The Mars Lander

A) The Mars Rover Mission – Include details about:

- ??? What did scientists want to learn from this mission?

- ??? What did the Mars Rovers, Spirit and Opportunity, look like? 

- ??? How long did it take NASA to build the Mars Rovers?

- Include facts about the mission.

- What did scientists learn from this mission?

- How much did it cost?

- Include photos of Mars Rovers, Spirit and Opportunity

Section 5: The Future of Space Exploration

A) Why Explore Space?

B) International Space Station – A base on the moon?

C) ??? Why is exploring space difficult?

D) Returning to the moon – NASA’s plan to return to the moon.

E) Future projects and missions:

- The European Space Agency

- China? Japan? Russia?

Conclusion

A) My opinion regarding space exploration

B) Is space exploration necessary?

C) What are the advantages of space exploration?

D) What are the disadvantages?

